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Cover: View from Sunwapta Pass 


ICEFIELDS PARKWAY 


The Icefields Parkway ranks among the great “high- 
roads" of the world and commands some of the most 
majestic scenery in the Canadian Rockies. A series of 
mountain ranges from Lake Louise to Jasper townsite 
run ina north-west to south-east direction, while the 
highway follows the sweeping valleys between. 


Many visitors to the parks take séveralidays to travel 
along the Icefields Parkway, staying in campgrounds 
and making day hikes into quiet valleys and up to alpine 
meadows. Visitors with less time to spend can travel the 
142-mile highway in a day with time for stopping at 
viewpoints. 


In the early days, travellers with pack-trains needed 
several weeks to cover the winding trail between Lake 
Louise and Jasper. Lake Louise station, then known as 
Laggan, was the point of departure for ponies laden with 
the supplies of mountaineer-explorers anxious to push 
beyond the headwaters of the Bow River 

The names of some of these wilderness explorers such 
as Hector, Collie, Coleman, Wilcox, and Outram; their 
alpine guides and packers — Sarbach, Kaufmann, and 
Peyto — remain in the names of peaks and passes close 
to today’s parkway. Some landmarks were named in the 
days of the fur trade; others bear descriptive names such 
as Tangle Ridge and Snow Dome or Indian names such 
as Sunwapta, “turbulent river” or Mistaya River, 
“grizzly bear’. 


Peyto Lake 


From Lake Louise to Saskatchewan Crossing, the 
parkway passes a series of large, shimmering lakes 
formed by glacier-fed streams. One-quarter mile off the 
highway at Bow Pass a viewpoint overlooks the blue- 
green waters of Peyto Lake, named for Bill Peyto, aself- 
taught geologist, colourful mountain man, and highly 
regarded packer and guide who later became a park 
warden at Banff. Beyond Peyto Lake the broad, heavily 
forested Mistaya Valley stretches 20 miles to the North 
Saskatchewan River 


Saskatchewan Crossing 


At Saskatchewan Crossing, travellers can stand ona 
rise overlooking the river and see the historic route to 
Howse Pass followed by the explorer and geographer 
David Thompson. The highway bearing his name leads 
from the Crossing out of the mountains to the city of Red 
Deer, 162 miles away 


The parkway follows the North Saskatchewan River 
just short of where it emerges from the gravel-strewn 
tongue of the Saskatchewan Glacier. As today’s tra- 
vellers climb the winding hill that follows, it is hard to 
imagine the difficulties encountered by the men who. 
first blasted a route out of the steep mountainside. 
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Athabasca Glacier ~ 


Columbia Icefield and the Athabasca Glacier 


Once a part of the vast ice sheet that covered most of 
Canada for more than one million years and began 
retreating about 10,000 years ago, the Columbia Icefield 
is the largest accumulation of ice in the Rocky Moun- 
tains. Its main bulk is 10 miles across and 15 miles long, 
and covers an area of nearly 120 square miles to a depth 
estimated to be between 2,000 and 3,000 feet. More than 
half of the icefield area lies at an altitude in excess of 
8,500 feet above sea level, and the summit of Mount Col- 
umbia (12,294 feet) is its highest point 


Both the British Columbia-Alberta border and the 
Banff and Jasper National Parks boundaries cross the 
icefield. The meltwaters from this expanse of ice and 
snow flow into three great rivers — the Athabasca (765 
miles long), a sub-tributary of the Mackenzie River 
which flows into the Arctic Ocean; the Saskatchewan 
(1,205 miles long) which crosses the prairies and empties 
into Lake Winnipeg and, via the Nelson River, into 
Hudson's Bay; and the Columbia (1,210 miles long) 
which winds around the Northern Selkirk range and 
crosses into the United States before entering the Pacific 
Ocean. 


The Columbia Icefield has spawned glaciers where it 
has overflowed the valley it occupies and these glaciers 
sluggishly wind down from the height of the icefield 
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Glacier Athabasca 


Three of these glaciers can be seen from the parkway: 
the Saskatchewan, the Dome, and the Athabasca 

The parkway passes within a mile of the Athabasca 
Glacier, a tongue of the great Columbia Icefield. The 
glacier is a slow-moving river of ice that goes through a 
cycle of advancing and melting each year. Since 1841, the 
glacier has been gradually receding as each year’s melt 
exceeds the advance. It begins where the icefield spills 
over a valley and drops 1,800 vertical feet to its toe 
where it forms the headwaters of the Sunwapta River. 
Less than 300 years ago, the tremendous mass of the 
glacier totally covered the area at its foot where the 
parkway now lies 


A publication about the Athabasca Glacier is available 
at the Icefield Centre opposite the entrance to the Icefield 
access road where interpretive displays are located for 
visitors who would like more information about 
glaciers 


Athabasca Falls 


At Athabasca Falls, visitors may turn off the parkway 
on to Highway 93A which follows the southwest bank of 
the river and rejoins the parkway 4.5 miles south of 
Jasper townsite. 
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Wildlife 


Along the parkway, wildlife such as mountain 
sheep, elk, moose and bear are seen from time-to-time 
by visitors. Approaching or feeding any wild animal 
is dangerous, for although an animal may appear 
tame, it can inflict injury without warning. Out of 
respect for the wild and free nature of the animals, 
and for the protection of all visitors, a fine or jail term 
may be imposed for feeding bears 
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Miles from 
point A Points of Interest 
0.0 Jasper Townsite (3,472'). Headquarters 
of Jasper National Park. Information 
Centre. Visitor Services. 
0.7 Miette River 
1.2 Road to Athabasca River. Old Fort 
Point and Lac Beauvert, 2 mi. 
1.4 Whistlers Campground and Sky Tram 
2.7. Wapiti Campground 
4 Road to Mt. Edith Cavell, Angel Gla- 
cier, 9 mi; 8 mi. to trail to Tonquin 
Valley; Wabasso Campground, 3.7 mi; 
Athabasca Falls, 12.7 miles 
5.9 Trail to Valley of Five 
15.6 Viewpoint. 
Mts. Hardisty and Kerkeslin, 
15.8 Viewpoint. 
Mts. Kerkeslin and Edith Cavell 

17.2___ Horseshoe Lake 

18.4 Viewpoint. 

Whirlpool Mt., Mts. Fryatt, Christie. 

19.6 Athabasca Falls. Picnic ground. 

19.8 Youth Hostel. 

21.8 Mt. Kerkeslin. Campground. 

23,8 Viewpoint. Athabasca River. Mts. 
Christie, Brussels and Fryatt. Rocky 
Mountain goat 

31.8 Road to Honeymoon Lake, 300 yds 
Rainbow trout. Honeymoon Lake 
Campground. 

32.6 Road to Buck Lake, 200 yds. Brook 
trout 

34.0 Sunwapta Falls Junction, Sunwapta 
Falls, 4 mi 

37,2 Bubbling Springs. Picnic area. 

445 Poboktan Creek (Stoney Indian for 
“owl'’). Warden's cabin. 

48.0 Jonas Creek Campground. 

53.6 Youth Hostel. 

54.8 Beauty Creek and Falls. 

58.9 Viewpoint. Stutfield Glacier. Tangle 
Creek; Wilcox Peak 

60.5 Sunwapta Canyon. 

63.0 Viewpoint. Sunwapta Canyon, Mount 
Kitchener and Snow Dome. 

64.5 Columbia Icefield. View of Athabasca 
Glacier, Mount Athabasca, Snow 
Dome. Icefield Centre. Visitor Ser- 
vices. 

66.2 Columbia Icefield and Wilcox Creek 
Campgrounds. 

69.3 Banff - Jasper Parks Boundary. Sun- 
wapta Summit (6,675!) 

69.5 Hilda Creek. Youth Hostel. 

70.0 Trail to Parker Ridge Viewpoint, 2 
miles for view of Saskatchewan 
Glacier and southern end of Columbia 
Icefield. 

71.2 Viewpoint. Mount Athabasca and 
Sunwapta Pass. 

742 Viewpoint. North Fork of the Sas- 
katchewan. Cirrus Mountain, Nigel 
Creek and Canyon. 

79.2. Cirrus Mountain Campground. 

84.2 Viewpoint. Alexandra River Valley 
and Mount Amery. 

85.1 Graveyard Flats. Youth Hostel. Trail to 
Sunset Pass. 

86.8 Viewpoint. Mts. Amery and 
Saskatchewan. Look for moose! 

88.1 Rampart Creek Campground. 

95.7 Natural History Exhibit. Junction with 
David Thompson Highway. Radio- 
telephone. 

95.9 Viewpoint. Westward of Howse and 
Mistaya River Valleys. 

96.5 Saskatchewan River Bridge. 

98.8 Mistaya Canyon. Short trail from 
parking area. 

103.3. Viewpoint. Mount Chephren south, 
Kaufmann Peaks. 

105.2 Totem Creek. Youth Hostel. 

106.7. Viewpoint. Lower Waterfowl Lake 
and Mount Chephren. 

107.3 Waterfowl Lake Campground. 

108.2 Viewpoint. 
Waterfowl] Lake. Look for moose! 

110.6 | Mount Barbette and Barbette Glacier. 

111.2 Mount Noyes and Mount Murchison. 

113.2 Mount Patterson. Snowbird Glacier 

116.4 Viewpoint. Peyto Glacier and Wapta 
ta Icefield. Parking above road 

117.7 Summit of Bow Pass (6,787'). Peyto 
Lookout %4 mile to viewpoint of 
Glacier, Lake and Valley. Nature trail 
starts at viewpoint. 

120.5 Viewpoint. Bow Glacier and head of 
Crow foot Glacier. 

121.5 Viewpoint. 
Bow Lake. Mount Thompson. 

122.4 Viewpoint. Crowfoot Glacier. 

125.2 Trail to Helen and Katherine Lakes. 

127.9 Mosquito Creek Campground. Youth 
Hostel on south side of Mosquito 
Creek. Dolomite Peak. 

132.7 Viewpoint. 
Hector Lake. Mount Balfour. 

141.1 Herbert Lake. For picnic tables turn off 
south end. 

1428 Junction Trans-Canada Highway and 


Banff-Jasper Icefields Parkway. Banff 
36.5 miles. 


Miles from 


point B 
142.8 
142.1 
141.6 
1414 


140.1 
138.3 


136.9 
127.2 


127.0 


125,6 
1244 


123.2 
123.0 


121.0 
119.0 


111.0 


110.2 
108.8 


105.6 
98.3 


94.8 
89.2 
88.0 
83.9 


$2.3 
79.8 


78.3 


76.6 
73.5 


73.3 
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Milles du Milles du 
Point A Points d‘interét Point B 
0.0 Village de Jasper (3,472'), Administra- 142.8 
tion centrale du parc national Jasper. 
Pavillon d'information, Services aux 
visiteurs. 

0.7  Riviére Miette. 142.1 

1.2 Riviére menant a la riviére Athabasca, 141.6 
Pointe du Vieux Fort et boucle du lac 

Beauvert, 2 milles. 

14 Terrains de camping Whistlers et 141.4 
funiculaire. 

27 Terrain de camping Wapiti. 140.1 

4.5 Chemin conduisant au mont Edith 138.3 
Cavell; glacier Angel, 9 m.; piste me- 
nant a la vallée Tonquin, 8 m.; terrain 
de camping Wabasso, 3.7 m.; chutes 
Athabasca, 12.7 m. 

5.9 Piste conduisant 4 la Vallée Five 136.9 

15.6 Belvédére. Monts Hardisty et 127.2 
Kerkeslin 

15.8 Belvedere. Monts Kerkeslin et Edith 127.0 
Cavell. 

17.2 Lac Horseshoe. 125.6 

18.4 Belvedere. Monts Whirlpool, Fryattet 124.4 
Christie. 

19.6 Chutes Athabasca. Terrain de pique- 123.2 
nique. 

19.8 Auberge de jeunesse. 123.0 

21.8 Mont Kerkeslin. Terrain de camping. 121.0 

23.8 Belvédere. Riviére Athabasca. Monts 119.0 
Christie, Brussels et Fryatt. Chévre des 
montagnes Rocheuses. 

31,8 Chemin conduisant au lac Honey- 111.0 
moon 300 verges. Truite arc-en-ciel. 

Terrain de camping du lac Honey- 
moon. 

32.6 Chemin conduisant au lac Buck 200 110.2 
verges. Truite de ruisseau. 

34.0 Sunwapta Falls Junction. Chutes Sun- 108.8 
wapta, 4 de mille 

37.2. Bubbling Springs, Terrain de pique- 105.6 
nique. 

445  Ruisseau Poboktan (‘‘Hibou” en 98.3 
Assiniboine). Maisonnette du gardien. 

48.0 Terrain de camping du ruisseau Jonas. 94.8 

53.6 Auberge de jeunesse. 89.2 

54.8  Ruisseau et chutes Beauty 88.0 

58,9  Belvédére. Glacier Stutfield. Tangle; 83.9 
Pic Wilcox 

60.5 Canyon Sunwapta 823 

63.0 Belvedere. Canyon Sunwapta, mont 79.8 
Kitchener et Snow Déme (Déme de 
Neige) 

64.5 Champ de glace Columbia. Vue sur le 78,3 
glacier Athabasca, le mont Athabasca 
et Snow Dome. Services aux visiteurs. 
Pavillon du champ de glace. 

66.2 Terrains de camping du champ de 76.6 
glace Columbia et du ruisseau Wilcox. 

69.3. Frontiére entre les parcs Banff et 73.5 
Jasper. Sommet du mont Sunwapta 
(6,675'). 

69.5 Ruisseau Hilda. Auberge de jeunesse. 73.3 
70.0 Piste conduisant au belvédére Parker 728 
Ridge, a 2 milles du glacier Saskatche- 
wan et de l’extrémité sud du champ de 

glace Columbia. 

71.2 Belvédere. Mont Athabasca et col Sun- 71.6 
‘wapta. 

74.2 Belvedere. Embranchement nord de la 68.6 
Saskatchewan. Mont Cirrus. Ruisseau 
Nigel et canyon. 

79.2 Terrain de camping du mont Cirrus. 63.6 

84.2 Belvedere. Vallée de la riviére 58.6 
Alexandra et mont Amery. 

85.1 Graveyard Flats. Auberge de jeunesse. 57.7 
Piste menant au col Sunset. 

86.8 Belvédere. Monts Amery et 56.0 
Saskatchewan. Orignaux. 

$8.1 Terrain de camping du ruisseau Ram- 54.7 

art 

95.7 Exposition d'histoire naturelle. A la 47.1 
jonction de la route David Thompson: 
radio-téléphone. 

95.9 Belvédére. A l’ouest de la vallée 46.9 
Howse et de la vallée de la riviére 
Mistaya. 

96.5 Pont sur la riviére Saskatchewan. 46.3 

98.9 Canyon Mistaya. Petit sentier donnant 44.0 
sur le terrain de stationnement. 

103.3. Belvedere. Pics des monts Chephren 39.5 
sud et Kaufmann. 

105.2 Ruisseau Totem. Auberge de jeunesse. 37.6 

106.7 _— Belvedere, Petit lac Waterfow] et mont 36.1 
Chephren. 

107.3 Terrain de camping du lac Waterfowl. 35.5 

108.2 Belvédere. Lac Waterfowl]. Orignaux. 34.6 

110.6 Mont Barbette et glacier Barbette. 32.2 

111.2. Monts Noyes et Murchison. 31.6 

113.2. Mont Patterson. Glacier Snowbird. 29.6 

116.4 Belvédére. Glacier Peyto et champ de 26.4 
glace Wapta. Stationnement prés de la 
route. 

117.7 Sommet du col Bow (6,787!). Obser- 25.1 
vatoire Peyto a % de mille du 
belvédére donnant sur le glacier, le lac 
et la vallée. Sentier d’observation de la 
nature a partir du belvédére, 

120.5 _ Belvédere. Glacier Bow et sommet du 22:3 
glacier Crowfoot. 

121.5 _Belvédere. Lac Bow. Mont Thompson. 21.3 

122.4 Belvedére. Glacier Crowfoot. 20.4 

125.2 Piste conduisant aux lacs Helen et 17.6 
Katherine. 

127.9 Terrain de camping du ruisseau Mos- 14.9 
quito. Auberge de jeunesse du cdté sud 
du ruisseau Mosquito. Pic Dolomite. 

132.7. _ Belvédére. Lac Hector. Mont Balfour. 10.1 

141.1 Lac Herbert. Tables de pique-nique 4 17 
Vextrémité sud. 

142.8 _Jonction de la route trans-canadienne 0.0 


et de la promenade des champs de 
glace Banff-Jasper_ Banff 4 36.5 milles. 


